
ecology and environment, inc. 
i n V̂ ÊST JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604, TEL. 312-663-9415 

International Specialists in the Environment 

July 29, 1985 

Mr. John M. Ryan 
Chief of Maintenance and Operations 
Metropoli tan Sanitary D i s t r i c t of Greater Chicago 
100 E. Erie Street 

Chicago, I l l i n o i s 60611 

Re: NU-EARTH Public D is t r ibu t ion Sites (1974-1978) 

Dear Mr. Ryan: 
The f i rm of Ecology and Environment, Inc. has been retained by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency under contract 68-01-6692 for 
the purpose of evaluating candidate s i tes for the National P r i o r i t i e s 
L is t under the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and 
L i a b i l i t y A:t (CERCLA), bet ter known as Super f i rd . As part of our 
eva luat ion , the U.S. EPA has asked us to perform on-s i te inspections 
of the fol lowing former p ib l i c d i s t r i b u t i o n centers for NU-EARTH: 

1. Harlem Avenue Dtinp 
2 . L a w n d a l e A v e n u e S i t e EPA Region S Records ctr. 

3. Lombard and 39th Street 
4. Calumet NU-EARTH Dis t r ibu t ion Center 
5. Skokie NU-EARTH Dis t r ibut ion Center 328092 
6. Fischer Farm (Hanover Park) 

We are concerned only with the former public d i s t r i b u t i o n s i tes and 
not other treatment plant operations at these locat ions. 

I spoke with Mr. B i l l Potocek las t Monday and he suggested that I 
coordinate the inspections through >ou and include the fol lowing l i s t 
o f spec i f i c information that I am seeking: 

1. Peerage quantity of NU-EARTH present while s i t e was in 
operation or amount removed when s i te was closed. 

2. Size of d i s t r i bu t i on s i t es . 
3. Laboratory resu l ts from any sampling conducted of NU-EARTH 

or surrounding soi l at the d i s t r i b u t i o n s i t e s . 
4 . Laboratory resu l ts from sanpling of NU-EARTH at the 

Harlem Avenue Si te . 
5. Containment and securi ty me as i res at d i s t r i b u t i o n s i tes 

( fenc ing, l i n e r s , berms, d ik ing or other d iversion 
s t ruc tu res) . 
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6. Is i t possible for E & E personnel to obtain soil samples 
from the distr ibut ion sites? 

7. Descriptions of the hydrogeology in the v ic in i t y of the 
former d is t r ibut ion s i tes. 

8. Current si te status. 

Enclosed is a copy of the Site Inspection Report Form which is 
completed following an inspection and a copy of the Letter of 
Introduction provided by the U.S. EPA for Ecology and Environment 
employees engaged in f i e ld investigation work, which outlines the 
statutory basis for such inspections. 

I w i l l cal l you next week to arrange a convenient date for the si te 
inspections and answer any further questions >ou may have. 

Sincerely, 

(JoOL î C^OAJ 
Sue Ryan 
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